THE IMPACTS OF EMERGENT LITERACY: 

A TWENTY-EIGHT DAY READING STUDY WITH INFANTS
Date:

Danielle F. Lowe

POB 547                           
Pine Bush, NY 12566
Dear Parent or Guardian,
Please read this consent form carefully and ask as many questions as you like before you decide whether you want to have your infant child 18-24 months old participate in this research study.  You are free to ask questions at any time before, during, or after your infant child’s participation in this research.  Although we believe the risk of injury is small, anytime children participate in any type of physical activity there is a risk for injury.  This research study requires infant and reader be seated in a comfortable setting for the reading session. Your participation in this research project is completely voluntary and your 18-24 months old child will be allowed to participate only with your written consent.

I am inviting your child to take part in a research study designed to investigate the effects of daily read aloud sessions on attention span and engagement.  The study will determine if reading to infants daily increases their attention span and engagement over a twenty-eight day period, in turn better preparing them for future academic success. 
In addition to being a veteran kindergarten teacher, I am also a doctoral student at William Howard Taft University conducting this study.  You as a parent were selected as a possible participant due to your voluntary inquiry or through your Early Headstart Programs interest.

Background Information

I believe the act of reading to young children provides positive and enriching opportunities for academic success.  One of the goals of this study is to explore the relationship between reading to infants and the effects on attention span and engagement.  To date, research has shown that early literacy exposure has positive effects and better prepares children for future academic success.  I will be conducting a twenty-eight day study evaluating the impacts of daily read alouds with infants aged eighteen-twenty four months old.  
Procedures

If you are interested in having your child participate, the first step would be to fill out a family questionnaire.  The researcher will provide a copy of the survey or will send the digital link for the confidential survey.  Based on your preference and the information provided, your child will 
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be assigned to the intervention group or the control group.  The intervention group will be required to read daily to infants for a 28 day period, digitally recording the reading session with an approved device on day 1, day 14, and day 28.  The control group will be required to read to infants only on day 1, 14, and 28, digitally recording the reading session with an approved device  (personal iPad, iPhone, Android device, laptop, or digital camera).

Participants in the study will be asked to attend a training session facilitated by the researcher.  The presenter will travel to locations that are in the Hudson Valley area, New York.  For participants that are unable to attend a local meeting, there will be a webinar meeting through the Google Meeting platform.  

The reader will be asked to follow the reading calendar provided which outlines specific books to be read on specific days. Upon completion of reading on recording days, it is requested that the reader email the digital recording to the researcher at babystepstoliteracy@yahoo.com for analysis.  If you would like more details about the research study or a copy of the study results after the study is completed, please call me at 845-524-4490.
Confidentiality

The individualized results of this study would be considered private information. It is important for you to know that I will not use real names when I write this project and your child’s identity will not be revealed at any time during this study.  The individualized results are completely confidential.

May I withdraw my preschool child from the twenty-eight day infant reader program?
Your child’s participation in this research is completely voluntary. Your decision whether to participate would not affect your current or future relationship with me as the researcher.  Even if you begin your child’s participation, you may withdraw your child’s participation at any time.  If you do not agree to have your child participate, or if you decide to withdraw your child’s participation, your child will not lose any rights, benefits, or services that your child would otherwise be eligible to receive.  
Will there be any compensation for participating?

Participation in this study is completely voluntary.  Your child will not receive monetary compensation for participation. However, you will receive a free baby board book from the researcher at the completion of the study as a thank you for your participation.  The personal benefit of your child’s participation in this study is extra individualized time between the reader and infant supporting literacy exposure. Although the growth of attention span and engagement as a result of the reading intervention will be determined as a result of the study, there are many benefits to your child for participating in the study. The act of reading with your child reinforces a loving bond of reading and offers an educational background that will assist your baby in the 
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future by creating a prior knowledge foundation as well as broader vocabulary exposure.     
Contacts and Questions
You may ask any questions you have by contacting the researcher by telephone at (845) 863-4206 or by e-mail at babystepstoliteracy@yahoo.com
Statement of Consent (Please initial each of the 3 below statements that apply to your approval signature):

1. I have read the information herein: ________initials

2. I have had the opportunity to ask questions and receive answers: _______initials

3. I have received a copy of this form: __________initials

I hereby give permission and consent for my child, _____________________________, to participate in this research project as part. 


Please print child’s name
_____________________________________________           ______________ 

Signature of Parent or Guardian



Date
_____________________________________________           

Print Name of Parent or Guardian





Preferred Email Address_________________________________________

Please snap a pic of page three or attach the digitally signed document and send it to the researcher at babystepstoliteracy@yahoo.com  at your soonest convenience. Thank you!
